B,iLA  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
# ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1954 


Mr,  Chairman,  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Health 
Report  for  the  year  ending  31st.  December  1954. 

The  health  of  the  community  remained 
generally  good,  there  being  no  major  epidemic  or  outbreak  of  food 
poisoning , 

The  number  of  live  births  (27)  exceeded 

the  number  of  deaths  (21), 

Two  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
were  notified  during  the  year,  but  there  were  no  deaths  from  this 

disease , 

Infantile  mortality  was  again  nil, 

A new  slaughter  house  was  licensed  during 
the  year,  and  in  connection  with  this  I should  like  to  point  out 
that  in  rural  areas  some  modification  of  the  rule  requiring  only 
three  hours  notification  of  Intention  to  slaughter  Is  desirable, 

I wish  to  thank  Mr.  D.  J,  Jones  for  his 
co-operation  during  the  year. 


SECTION  A. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  Urban  District  in  acres  - 

Rateable  Value  - 

Population  (Registrar  General's  figures) 

Sum  roprestnted  by  a Penny  Rate  - 

Number  of  inhabit ated  houses  (according 
to  the  Rate  Books)  at  end  of  year  - 


£7879 

1500 

£ 30.  1.  7 
504 


COMPARABILITY  FACTORS 

Births  1.09 

Deaths  0.8l 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

BIRTHS.  Nett  Births  (Live  and  Still) 

Births  (Live) 

Births  (Still) 


27 

27 


Live  BirtheRate  per  1,000  Population 


18.00 


Live  Births  27 


Males 

Total  14 
Legitimate  13 
Illegitimate  1 


Female  s 


13 

13 


Illegitimate  Birth  Rate (Percentage  of  Total  Live  Births)  3,7 


222 


1. 


DEATHS 


Total  number 


21 


Males  - 10  Females  - ^ 

Rate  per  1,000  population  14.00 
1953  figures  15,18 


Deat-h_of  Infants  under  One  year  Nil  ♦ 

• :■  1 Males 

Total 

Legitimate  Nil 

Illegitimate 

Infant  Mortality (Rate  per  1,000  Live  Birthe) 
Deaths 

Deaths  of  Legitimate  Infants 

Mortality  (per  1,000  live  Birthe) 

Deaths  of  Illegitimate  Infants 

Mortality (per  1,000  live  Births) 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks 


Females 

Nil 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Males  Females 

Total 

Legitimate  Nil  Nil 

Illegitimate 


Maternal  Mortality 

(Deaths  connected  with  childbirth  and  pregnancy)  - Nil 
Deaths  from  Cancer 

Total  ~ 7' 

Rate  per  1,000  population  - 4*67 

Death  from  Tuberculosis 

Total  - Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  population  - Nil 


SECTION  B.  GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 

(1)  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority 

One  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

One  Sanitary  Inspector, 

(2)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

Water  analysis  (Chemical)  carried  out  by  Mr.  Harold  Lowe, 

Public  Analyst,  Chester. 

Water  analysis  (Bacteriological)  and  milk  examination  for 
cleanliness  and  keeping  quality  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Conway  and  Aberystwyth. 

(3)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

One  Ambulance  stationed  in  Bala. 

(4)  Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 

Held  every  fortnight  at  Hafan,  Bala, 

(5)  Ante  Natal  Clinics. 

Held  at  Hafan,  Bala  on  the  2nd,  Wednesday  in  the  month. 


2 


(6)  Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

Held  at  Hafan,  Bala  onco  a month. 

Jf7)  Tuberculosis  Clinic 

Held  at  the  Cottage  Hospital  Dolgelley  twice  a month, 

(8)  Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Arranged  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
Immunisation  of  babies  and  young  Infants  is  carried  out  at 
regular  intervals  at  the  Primary  Schools. 

(9)  Hospitals . 

There  is  no  Hospital  within  the  Urban  area, 

(10 )  Infectious  Diseases. 

Total  number  of  Infectious  Diseases (other  than  Tuberculosis) 
notified  during  the  year  - 4 

Scarlet  Fever  1 

Bacillary  Dysentry  - 
Whooping  Cough  3 

Measles  ~ 

Infantile  Paralysis  - 


TUBERCULOSIS 

NEW 

CASES 

Pulmonary 

Males 

Total 

2 

2 

Females  - Nil 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Total 

- Nil 

- Nil 

Females  - Nil 

TUBERCULOSIS  DEATHS  NIL 

Pulmonary 

Males 

Total 
- Nil 

- Nil 

Females  - Nil 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Total 

“ Nil 

- Nil 

Females  - Nil 

TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases  and  Morality  during  1954  iu  age  groups  9 

New  Cases  Deaths 

Age  Periods  Respiratory  Non-Respiratory  Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 


' 1 M F 

J ! I 

M F 

M F 

i ■ 

M F 

i o 

4 

r * - 11 

1 

2 

5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

35 

1 

45 

1 

55 

65 

75 

j TOTAL  . 

2 

• , . ...  J 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  1954 


Tuberculosis  Pulmonary 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Cancer  Stomach 
" • Lung 

11  Breast 

n Other  sites 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  neoplasms 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  diseases 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  duodenum 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

Motor  Vehical  accidents 

All  other  accidents 

Suicide 

Leukaemia 

Hyperplasia  of  prostatb 


TOTAL: 


10  11 
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INSPECTIONS  CARRIED  OUT  BY  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

| ^ YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  1954. 

Number  of  Inspections 

(1)  Dwelling  Houses:  214  routine  visits  were  made  to  houses  and  in 

addition  313  were  inspected  formally  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Housing  Act  1936  in  response  to  Circular  30/34  in  which  Councils 
were  ashed  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  to 
resume  full  exorcise  of  their  powers  under  Parts  1 and  111  of  the 
Act,  i.e.  with  the  clearance  and  replacement  of  slum  houses. 

(2)  Nuisances  found:  179 

Majority  of  the  defects  found  was  dampness, 
defective  drainage  and  insufficient  water  supply. 

(3)  Instances  of  Overcrowding:  7 

A number  of  these  families  are  on  the  list  of 
applicants  for  Council  houses,  and  no  doubt  will  receive  consideration 
by" the  Council  when  the  new  houses  in  the  Hafan  are  completed. 

Overcrowding  abated  — none, 

(4)  Movable  Dwellings. 

One  licensed  camp  at  Loch  Cafe  which  is  well 
maintained,  but  there  is  a tendency  to  overcrowd  for  short  periods 
in  the  height  of  the  holiday  season.  Sewage  disposal  is  also 
a problem  on  the  site  due  to  lack  of  fall,  but  every  effort  is  made 
by  the  occupier  to  avoid  nuisance. 

The  temporary  camp  in  connection  with  the  Bala 
Lake  Scheme  still  remains  and  this  is  also  well  maintained  although 
overcrowded 

(5)  Verminous  and  Dirty  Premises  - 2 

(6)  Disinfection  after  Infectious  Diseases  - 3 

(7)  Bakehouses.  There  are  3 bakehouses  in  the  district  regularly 

inspected, 

(8)  Ice  Cream  Premises.  There  are  9 premises  from  which  prepacked 
proprietary  ices_are  sold,  and  two  which  prepare  from  a proprietary 
colei.  mix.  Samples  taken  from  the  latter  places  are  not  always 
satisfactory* 

(9)  Fried  Fish  Shops . One  combined  Fish  & Chip  Shop  and  cafe.  This  is 
well  maintained  but  is  lacking  in  sanitary  accommodation  facilities 
for  customers  who  eat  in  the  cafe. 

(10)  Dairies . 3 dairies  regularly  visited.  One  dairy  not  very  well 

maintained  having  no  adequate  facilities  for  cleaning  and  sterilising 
vessels  and  cans0 

(11)  Milk  Samples.  Samples  are  regularly  taken  for  statutory  and 
biological  examinations  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratories,  Conway. 

(12)  Shops  Act,  Sam  it ary  & Washing  Facilities.  Shops  are  regularly 
visited  but  ah  though  "the  majority  are  now  equipped  for  the  washing 
of  hands  it  is  not  uncommon  to  find  the  sink  being  used  a#  a 
repository  for  unsuitable  articles,  and  a clean  towel  and  soap 
conspicuous  by  their  absence. 


5. 


(13)  Slaughterhouse,  A new  slaughterhouse  was  brought  into  being  tm 
conversion  ancL  addition  to  existing  buildings  following  the  ^ 
decontrol  of  slaughtering.  Total  number  of  animals  slaughtered 
from  October  to  December  were : - 

2 Cattle 
277  Sheep 
12  Pigs 

4 Calves 

7 Cottagers  Pigs 

(14)  Meat  Shops „ Three  butchers  meat  shops,  one  cooked  meat  shop  J 

regularly  inspected,  ' 

(15)  Water  Samples.  4 samples  taken  of  the  town*s  water  supply  and 
submitted  to  Bacterological  examination  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratories  Conway,  All  samples  were  satisfactory, 

(16)  New  Water  Connections,  Houses  ~ 4 Others  - 1 

The  Council  assisted  in  providing  a better 
water  supply  in  two  instances  by  laying  a new  communication  pipe. 

There  are" still  houses  in  the  district  which  do  not  have  satisfactory 
supply  due  to  corrosion  of  the  old  services,  but  the  owners  are  being 
pressed  to  renew  these  defective  services, 

(17)  Informal  Notices  sent:-  78 

(18)  Statutory  Notices  issued:-  3 

(19)  Nuisances  abated:-  All  nuisances  subject  to  notices  were  abated  V 

during  me  year  or  were  in  process  of  being  abated,  f 

t % 

(20)  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act.  Inspections  and  treatments  are 
also "carried  butt under  the  Provisions  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage 
by  Pests  Act,  the  Council  employing  one  part  time  Rodent  Operator 
on  a basis  of  8 hours  per  wee k, 

(21)  Improvement  G-rants . No  applications  for  the  improvement  of  private 

houses  under  the  1949  Housing  Act  (as  amended  by  the  Rents  and 
Repairs  Act  1954)  was  received,  ' - 


V 
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